Order of Sunday Evening Service
6:00 PM

Announcements

Prelude
Reading from God’s Holy Word

2 John

Hymn
#280

I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Q. 27. Wherein did Christ's humiliation consist?
A. Christ's humiliation consisted in his being born, and that in a low
condition, made under the law, undergoing the miseries of this life, the
wrath of God, and the cursed death of the cross; in being buried, and
continuing under the power of death for a time.
Q. 28. Wherein consisteth Christ's exaltation?
A. Christ's exaltation consisteth in his rising again from the dead on the
third day, in ascending up into heaven, in sitting at the right hand of God
the Father, and in coming to judge the world at the last day.
Prayers of the Congregation
Adoration - Confession - Thanksgiving - Supplication
For our homebound members: Elizabeth Barber, Theo Baulding, Jean
Cathey, Foy Evans, Doris Haywood, June Little, George McKinney,
Catherine Mangum, Pat Montgomery, Gene Parks and Mae Wilburn.
For the local ministries we support: Alamance Pregnancy Center, Allied
Churches, Gideons, Meals on Wheels, Siloam Missionary Homes
For the regional ministries we support: Jesse & Shayna Wesselink
(International Students in Triad), Ali & Tari Mitchell (ARP Connect/
Ministry to Muslims in USA), Jeff & Shelia Osborne (Stateside/ShortTerm Missions Coordinator)
For those sent to foreign places: Drew & Lauren Goodman (Pastor in
Wales), Andy & Nanette Howard (Pakistan), Jeff & Lisa King (Spain),
Nathan & Ashley Olson (Layman Serving the Church in Scotland)
For the Church of God to grow through the work of First Presbytery
Church Extension and Synod’s Outreach North America.
For those in our congregation who are sent on short-term missions.
That we’d be salt and light in our spheres of influence as we go about our
daily lives in our community.
The Psalms

Standing the Test

Psalm 26

Prayer
Hymn
#127

Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne

Welcome. We extend a warm welcome to all who worship with us
today. Please feel free to pick up a blue informational folder outside
the entrances to the sanctuary to learn more about our church.
Also, please fill out a visitor card in the pew racks and place in the
offering plate so we can have a record of your visit.
A Word About Our Worship Service. Greeting and
Announcements: Before the service of worship begins, the
congregation is made aware of opportunities to serve the church or
to receive ministry. Special aspects of the worship service may be
highlighted in order to help worshippers better understand why we
do what we do in worship.
Sunday Nights @ First. Join us tonight at 6 PM. We will sing,
pray and hear from God’s Word. Psalm 26, Standing the Test.
Annual Business Meeting. The Session has called the annual
business meeting of the congregation for today, December 11, 2016
after worship. The purpose of the meeting is to adopt the 2017
Budget and hold elections for Elder, Deacon, Trustee,
Congregational Chair and Treasurer.
Christmas Caroling. On Sunday, December 18, we will be taking
our evening service out and about as we go caroling to our
homebound members. We will leave our parking lot at 6 PM sharp
to make our rounds and then return for cookies and hot drinks in
the Fellowship Hall. Just as our recent visits and basket deliveries
were a blessing, we hope this will be an important touch to our
fellow members who are unable to attend worship with us each
Sunday.

___________________________________

Christmas Eve. Make plans to join us on December 24 at 5 PM
for our Christmas Eve service. The Lord’s Supper will be served.

___________________________________

“Subdue the earth, and have dominion over the fish
of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over
every living thing that moves on the earth.”
Genesis 1:28

Christmas Day. Join us for worship at 11 AM. We will not have
Sunday School or Sunday Evening Service.
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(Including Ladies Bible Class)
Pastor: Rev. Bryan P. Crotts
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Church address:
2250 Saddle Club Road, Burlington, North Carolina 27215 / 336-584-6929
www.firstarpburlington.org

The Lord’s Day

December 11, 2016

Order of Worship

Song of Praise*
#82

11:00 AM

Greeting of the Saints

Handbell Choir
Stille, Stille, Stille

Welcome and Announcements
Voluntary for Silent Prayer
Votum

Psalm 124:8

Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth.
Salutation

Revelation 1:4-5

Call to Worship*
Hymn of Adoration*
#118

Psalm 8
Of the Father’s Love Begotten

Prayer of Adoration and Invocation*
Affirmation of Faith

Genesis 1:26-31 and 2:15-17

Prayer for Illumination

The Congregation & Visitors

Prelude

Reading of the Old Testament
O Come, Let Us Adore Him

Westminster Creed

Minister: Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, what do
you believe?
People: I believe man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him
forever; I believe God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable,
in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth; I
believe there is but one true and living God; that there are three
persons in the Godhead; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit;
and that these three are one God, the same in substance, equal in
power and glory; I believe God has foreordained whatever comes to
pass; that God made all things of nothing, by the word of his power,
in the space of six days, and all very good; and that God preserves
and governs all his creatures and all their actions. I believe that God
chose and ordained the Lord Jesus, his only begotten Son, to be the
Mediator between God and man, the Prophet, Priest and King, the
Head and Savior of his Church. I believe that from all eternity God
gave his Son a people, who will be redeemed, called,
justified, sanctified and glorified.

Corporate Confession of Sin
O our God! We are ashamed, and blush to lift up our
faces before you; for our iniquities are higher than our heads,
and our guilt has reached unto the heavens. We were sinful
at birth, even from the time our mothers conceived us. We are
by nature children of wrath; we have corrupted our way,
and turned aside from your holy laws. You are not in all
our thoughts; we have often forgotten you, the God who
formed us and redeemed us, and have lived for ourselves,
indulging the lusts of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the
pride of life. But now we repent. We grieve over ourselves and
turn from our sins, calling on you to forgive us and to renew a
clear heart and mind within us, through the merit
and mediation of your sinless Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ in
whose name we pray.

Preaching of God’s Word
Pastor Bryan Crotts
Lessons for Advent: Rule the Earth!
Prayer to Seal God’s Word
Hymn of Commitment
#141

O Little Town of Bethlehem

Benediction*
Postlude

Ed Limon

Sermon Notes

Silent Prayers of Personal Confession
Scriptural Assurance of Pardon
Psalm 103:12, Isaiah 44:22; I John 2:1-2
As far as the east is from the west, so far has God removed
our transgressions from us. He has blotted them out as a thick
cloud, buried them in the deepest part of the sea, and
will remember them against us no more. He has promised that if
any man sins, he has an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
Righteous; and He is the propitiation for our sins.
Hymn of Redemption*
#160

Lo! How a Rose E’er Blooming

Reading of the New Testament

Revelation 1:1-20

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but
deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.
The Lord’s Tithes and Our Offerings
Offertory/Anthem

Handbell Choir
Silent Night

Unison: Thanks be to God!
Hymn of Praise*
#625

Doxology

* Please stand if you are able

